
SECU “People Helping People” Scholarship 
2019-2020

The “People Helping People” SECU Scholarship is a four-year scholarship program 
designed to mimic its belief in “People Helping People” by providing North Carolina 
public high school students with scholarships to attend college.  Duplin County 
Schools will be receiving three SECU “People Helping People” Scholarships in the 
2019-2020 school year to be distributed within our school district.  The SECU 
scholarship not only recognizes academic achievement, but also focuses on 
recognizing leadership, integrity and community involvement. The SECU 
scholarship is valued at a total of $10,000 ($1,250 per semester for 8 consecutive 
semesters.) To see if you are eligible to apply see the criteria and selection process 
below.  
Note: It is the policy of Duplin County Schools that no otherwise qualified student shall be excluded from, be denied the benefits of or be subjected to discrimination in 
any educational program or activity solely on the basis of age, sex, race, religion, color, national origin, handicapping condition creed, political affiliation or any other 
issues based on Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, Title II ADA, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.    

Eligibility Criteria:
● Students must be graduating from a public high school in the current academic year
● Students and/or their parents must be current members of State Employees’ Credit Union
● Students must be accepted at and attend one of the 16 constituent campuses of the 

University of North Carolina System
● Students must be a US citizen and a resident of North Carolina under NCGS116-143.1, and  

eligible for in-state tuition
● Students must exemplify the “People Helping People” philosophy of SECU and demonstrate 

leadership, excellence of character, integrity, and community involvement
● Students must demonstrate scholastic achievement with a maintained 2.5 or higher 

unweighted GPA on a 4.0 scale

Selection Process:
All eligible students can and are encouraged to apply for the SECU “People Helping People” 
scholarship.  Each eligible applicant will submit for the first round:

● A typed official SECU “People Helping People” Scholarship Application (Available 
on the District Scholarship Website) to their school counselor by ____________________.

NOTE:  If chosen for this scholarship the district will have to send the application as a 
Word Document therefore the student needs to save and submit the 
application to the school counselor using MS Word. 

● A copy of their Acceptance Letter to one of the 16 constituent campuses of the 
University of North Carolina System. 

● A head shot photo of themselves
● A copy of the student’s FAFSA
● A signed SECU Scholarship Consent Form
● Other information as requested by the school’s scholarship committee

Once the school’s application deadline has passed and all applications have been collected, the School 
Counselor will submit the applications to the High School’s Scholarship Committee who will establish 
guidelines to select two applicants for review by the LEA Scholarship Committee. Each Duplin County 



High School will submit their applicants to Erica Jones at the Board of Education by close of 
business on February 28, 2020.

The LEA Scholarship Selection Committee will be comprised of a total of five community 
members/leaders, one from each of the communities that our five high schools serve.  The Selection 
Committee will review all students’ applications, biographies, and essays as well as interview each 
applicant.    The applicants from each school will be interviewed for a chance to receive one of the 
three scholarships available to Duplin County Schools.  Three alternate students will also be chosen   
in the event that one of the scholarship recipients turn down the offer or do not meet SECU’s 
eligibility criteria.  Student interviews will be held the week of March 9, 2020. 


